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Summary: An analysis of qualitative interviews with firearm owners, and others affiliated 
with firearms, on framing and messaging for voluntarily reducing access to firearms for 
suicide prevention in situations of acute risk.  
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
Introduction 
 

1. What are the authors’ objectives?  
 

• Why is this research important? 
 

2. What are evidence-based interventions for suicide prevention in the clinical 
setting? 

 
3. What does previous research show about what both clinicians and the general 

population think about patient-clinician discussions about firearms and firearm 
injuries?  
 

Methods 
 

4. Who were the participants and how were they recruited? How might the 
recruitment approach affect the generalizability of the results? 
 

• See Table 1 for a complete breakdown of participant characteristics.  
 

5. What type of study was this? What research method was used? What themes and 
topics were discussed? 

 
6. How did the research team analyze the data from the interview transcripts and 

notes? Did they follow best practices?  
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6546538/#!po=73.5294


 

Results 
 

7. What were the main findings of the study? What were the two main themes? Did 
the sub-themes accurately reflect the corresponding themes? Give an example.  

 
• View Figure 1 for a summary of key recommendations. 

 
Discussion 
 

8. What avenues for future work in clinical practice and research were identified by 
the authors? What other research could help inform clinical approaches and 
decision making? 
 

9. Did the findings identified accurately represent the perspectives and 
experiences shared by participants? 
 
 
We would invite you to revisit the Results section of the manuscript with these 
COREQ checklist – reporting of results questions in mind. 
 

• Question 1: “Were participant quotations presented to illustrate the 
themes/findings?”  
 

• Question 2: “Was each quotation identified? e.g. participant number.” 
 

• Question 3: “Was there consistency between the data presented and the 
findings?” 

o To answer this question, we suggest revisiting each sub-section of the 
Results: 

o Read the participant quotations again, without reading the researchers’ 
interpretation. Ask yourself, “what does each participant quote express?” 

o Now read the researchers’ interpretation again. Are the participants’ 
perspectives well-represented in the researchers’ interpretation? Are 
there other perspectives in the quotes that could have been included in 
the themes or findings? Are there aspects of the researchers’ 
interpretation that weren’t present in any of the quotes or that may 
misrepresent the quotes? 

 
10. What were the limitations of this study?  

 
 

Conclusion 
 

11. So now what? How do the results of this study inform your clinical practice?  
 
 
 



 

 
Additional resources: 
Firearm Injury Prevention Counseling  
Firearm Suicide 
Temporary Firearm Transfers 
Civil Protective Orders 
Free Continuing Education Course- Preventing Firearm Injury: What Clinicians Can Do  
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